higher than those planning to add these 
subjects to the curriculum. 

Striking, however, is the continued 
lack of insistence on foreign languages. 
The emphasis on mathematics and sci- 
ence in the high-school curriculum has 
obviously increased, 

Some schools listed changes that 
could not be strictly construed as 
changes in graduation requirements. 
The most prevalent of these were new 
subject-matter offerings, noted by 33 
percent of the schools. The subject 
fields most frequently represented by 
these new classes appear to be science, 
mathematics, and foreign languages. 


Similarity Among Courses 
Requirements in the various subject 

fields do not differ from course to 

course as substantially as might be ex- 


pected. Nearly all the schools have 
some requirement in English, mathe- 
matics, social studies, and science, and 
only the Academic course goes much 
beyond the others in average units re- 
quired in stience and mathematics. The 
Commercial and Vocational courses 
have also an expected concentration 
in their special fields. 

From the information gathered by 
the questionnaire it is impossible to 
make judgments about the relative diffi- 
culty of different courses of study. The 
question of whether requirements in all 
the courses of study are adequate is, 
of course, not answered by this report. 





For further details see: National Edu- 
cation Association, Research Division. 
High-School Diplomas and Graduation 
ioemaaces Research Memo 1959-27. 
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